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Robert Eric Adams

‘Chinny’
Robert Eric Adams, known to many as Chinny - 

was born on 20 September 1958, the only son of 
Eric and Kath Adams.

 Growing up on Norfolk Island, Chinny enjoyed 
the typical island childhood. Days were spent 
fishing, riding motorbikeswith his mates and making 
the most of the freedom that Norfolk offered.

 A story he once shared  was the time he se ketch 
et from his mum after missing the Queen’s visit to 
Norfolk Island in 1974. While everyone else had 
gathered to welcome The Queen, Chinny decided 
to spend the day riding motorbikes with his mates.

 That pretty much summed him up.
 In 1976, Chinny joined the Royal Australian Air 

Force as an Airframe Fitter, serving with 5 Squadron 
in Canberra before later posting to 77 Squadron at 
Williamtown.

 While he worked hard, it’s fair to say Chinny 
brought his own Norfolk style to his time at the 
RAAF. There were plenty of stories involving wild 
weekends and long nights out, many of them with 
people who are here today, or watching online.
Many of these stories may not be suitable to go 
into now.

 Chinny was immensely proud of his Air Force 
service. It shaped his work ethic, his love of aviation 
and, in many ways, the man he became.

 It was while serving in Canberra that he met 
Joanne in 1979 at the old Canberra Inn.

 He was a 20-year-old Air Force mechanic who 
rode motorbikes. She was the 18-year-old daughter 
of a Vietnam veteran Army officer.

 When Chinny first asked Joanne out, she said 
no. Thankfully for all of us, he didn’t give up. A year 
later they were married.

 Motorbikes remained one of Chinny’s great 
passions.

 While living in Canberra and later Newcastle, he 
became involved in competitive motorcycle racing. 
Many weekends were spent at the track chasing 
speed and burning rubber.

 That passion almost came to an end after a 
spectacular crash where he came off his bike and 
the rider behind ran straight over him, leaving tyre 
marks across the back of his racing leathers.

 That was enough for Joanne, who was eight 
months pregnant with their third child. She put her 
foot down, and Chinny’sracing career was over.

 After twelve years of service, Chinny left the Air 
Force in June 1988, the same day his youngest 
son, Brent, was born.Soon after, they moved back 
home to Norfolk to raise their young family. 

However, not long after arriving back home, 
another door opened with an opportunity to join 
British Aerospace in Saudi Arabia. 

In true Chinny fashion, his timing wasn’t exactly 
perfect. He arrived in the Middle East only a week 
before the Gulf War began. What originally was 
intended to be an aircraft engineering instructor 
role, quickly changed to fitting armaments on 
military aircraft during a war.

 Joanne has often told the story of watching the 
news back on Norfolk Island. On one occasion, she 
remembers seeing reports of an Iraqi Scud missile 
attack on Saudi air bases – but as Chinny bin tull et 
- he heard the air raid sirens, got out of bed, looked 
outside to see everyone running around, assumed 
it was a drill, made himself a coffee and then went 
back to bed.

 That was Chinny.
 Chinny also loved surprises. During one 

unannounced visit home, he decided to surprise 
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Chinny- continued
Joanne by walking into Favourites Restaurant, 
where she was working at the time. He’d dressed 
head to toe in full traditional Arab clothing, and at 
first, Joanne nawa recognised him. Later, Joanne 
se ketch et from her boss for kissing a strange Arab 
man in the restaurant. 

His love for Norfolk Island led him into public 
service once he had returned home from the Middle 
East.

 In 1994 he was elected to the 7th Legislative 
Assembly, serving as Minister for Industry and 
Forests, before being re-elected to the 8th 
Legislative Assembly in 1997, serving until 1999.

 Given his Air Force background and lifelong 
passion for aviation, it came as little surprise that 
he also spent many years working at Norfolk Island 
Airport. He served as Deputy Airport Manager 
before later becoming Manager for a number of 
years, a role he thoroughly enjoyed.

 For all the places he travelled and worked, 
Norfolk Island was always home. 

Steeles Point wasn’t just where Chinny lived—it 
was where he was happiest. It was a place of love 
and support from when it was Julia and Bobbie 
Dick’s, to Eric’s and Kath’s to his and Joanne’s. 
He loved the peace, the space and the quiet 
satisfaction of making the place his own.

 He spent years clearing lantana, planting trees, 
growing vegetables, tending to his grapes and 
always finding another project to tackle.

 He never really needed much. A bit of land 
to work on, something growing in the garden, 
his mates and family. He loved having people 
around to share a beer, tell a few stories, solve the 
world’s problems — and simply enjoy each other’s 
company. 

Above all else, Chinny was a family man. Joanne 
and Rob were both incredibly young when they met 
and, in many ways, they grew up together. They 
travelled the world, built a family and when they 
returned to Norfolk Island they created the life they 
wanted.

 Family gatherings, shared meals and getting 
everyone together were always important to Chinny. 
He was proud of his family, and he loved nothing 

more than seeing everyone around the same table.
 Most people knew him simply as Chinny. To 

Joanne, he was a devoted husband. To Boyd, 
Dayna and Brent, he was Dad or Raze. To Charlie, 
he was Pop. 

He was proud of his family, and he loved nothing 
more than seeing everyone around the same table.

 One of Chinny’s greatest joys later in life was 
becoming a grandfather. From Charlie’s earliest 
days to family holidays in Townsville and back orn 
Norfolk Island, Chinny embraced every moment of 
being Pop. Whether teaching Charlie how to fish, 
riding motorbikes or simply spending time out 
on the land, those were moments he genuinely 
treasured. He loved watching Charlie grow, and he 
couldn’t have been prouder of the young man he 
was becoming.

 He lived a life full of adventure. He loved this 
island and cherished his family. And he never 
stopped caring about either. 

His legacy isn’t measured by the positions he 
held or the places he travelled. It’s measured by 
the family he loved, the friendships he built, the 
community he served, and the memories he leaves 
with all of us.

 So whenever the suff se’ guud, and the sun is 
shining over his little slice of God’s country, there 
will always be a little part of Chinny there.

 Rest in peace Chin.

(continued overleaf)

Eight Edition of the 

Commonwealth Youth Games
Malta - October / November 2027

Approximately 1,150 athletes aged 14–18 from the Commonwealth’s 74 Nations and Territories

 Athletics and Para Athletics • Netball • Sailing • Squash
 Swimming and Para Swimming • Triathlon • Water Polo • Weightlifting

Eight edition of the Commonwealth Youth Games—

87.6FM
RADIO

“Discover, Explore, Enjoy”
 

to Norfolk Island  Visitor’s Radio Station!
Welcome



A thank you from the family
 Any loss of a loved one is hard, and these past 

few days since Chinny’s passing have truly been 
heartbreaking. But in the moments of grief and 
despair, there has been a renewed appreciation for 
the love and support that a small community like 
awas provides.

 Many who call Norfolk home know the love and 
support this community can offer, but it is different 
when you’re the ones experiencing it.

 The outpouring of love and support has 
been overwhelming, and we’re so blessed to 
be surrounded by family, friends, or just people 
who wanted to share their condolences and offer 
support. To the countless people who called out to 
Steeles Point with flowers and condolence cards, 
the plenty salan who brought food, and those who 
simply came to spend time with the family, we can’t 
thank you all by name, as there were simply too 
many, but please know how deeply we appreciate 
your kindness and support. 

Our deep and profound thanks go to the hospital 
staff, who gave such excellent care to Chinny and 
did everything they could for him. 

We’d also like to thank everyone who helped 
prepare for the funeral, from Shane, Mal and Milton, 
to the countless grave diggers who generously 
gave their time to help.

 To the pallbearers, who were either in Chinny’s 
school class or were lifelong friends—Raymond, 
Sput, Adam, Skeeters and Grinnel—thank you. 
Every one of you was truly amazing, giving so much 
of your time to support our family and help honour 
Chinny’s memory.

 To Jan, Colleen, Chelsea, Gaye, and all the 
wonderful wreath makers who came together 
in a true sense of community to create so many 
beautiful wreaths and floral tributes, thank you. 

Our thanks also go to Trent Christian for the 
audio, and to Kevin and Keiran from KaaWaa 
Streaming for livestreaming the service, allowing 
so many family and friends across Australia and 
around the world to be part of the farewell. 

Thank you to the RSL Sub-Branch members who 
came to offer their condolences and lay poppies of 
remembrance. 

We would also like to say a special thank you to 
Tim Sheridan for conducting the service, and to Tet 
Grube for reading the eulogy. It was no easy task, 
but your help gave Chinny the send-off he would’ve 
wanted. 

There are so many others who have offered their 
support, and we remain forever grateful. It’s people 
like you who make this island such a special place 
to call home. 

From our entire family, we offer our heartfelt 
thanks and love to you all.

 Joanne, Boyd, Dayna, Brent and Charlie

Eileen Annette Richards - continued
Mum was a fearlessly independent person who did 

not ask for or accept help easily as some of you may 
recall. If the problem could be fixed with blu tac or put 
aside to be sorted for another day, that was Mum. One 
of her favourite sayings was “morla nor sa touch et!” 
She was easy to like but hard to get to know and once 
you did she was loyal and very kind. 

Mum, we are so proud to call you our Mum, Nanna, 
Nanny, Nanny Darling, Sister, Aunt, friend and we 
honour you today. With great sadness in our hearts we 
say farewell to you. In the days, months, and years 
ahead you will always be in our hearts, in our words 
and in our actions. 

Thank you for Eileen Richards
The family of Eileen would like to thank the many 

people for their love, support whilst Mum was unwell 
and following Mum’s passing. To the messages, phone 
calls, offers to help, and hugs of support has meant a 
great deal to the family.

Thank you so much to the following people:
• Gary, Lynne, Terry, and Duncan for offering 

your homes.
• Don Reynolds and Ralph Weslake for the loan of 

cars for Debra and Faye’s family. 
• Our Aunts and family who showed us love and 

support.
• David Fell for leading the service and supporting 

us to create and deliver our farewell to Mum.
• Jodie Williams for guiding another family 

through the process of celebrating our Mum’s 
life and for designing the service booklet. Also 
for providing the recording of Richard Bataille 
and songs to add depth to honouring our Mum. 
We appreciate your kindness and offer to assist 
us even though you have given up this role.

• The family and friends who made wreathes and 
for Aunty Robin for the beautiful centre piece.

• Shane and the grave-diggers for continuing the 
long held tradition of creating the resting place 
for Mum and for your hard work in the heat of 
the day

• Tardy for driving Mum and making sure it all 
went on schedule

• Alec, Roy, Allan, Ponna, Wiggy, Pendo, Gae, 
Phil McDowell and Peter Randall for playing at 
All Saints Church during the service. It was so 
lovely to hear your playing. Mum would be sa 
love et

• Those who helped make All Saints Church look 
lovely

• Tiana, Mitchell, Will, Liam for handing out the 
service booklets

• Milton Bradley and the Lions Club for the sound 
system

• Bumboras Uke Band for playing at the graveside 
service – yorlye sound so gude

• Don Reynolds and band for singing of John 
Adams’ prayer.

• Wesley James Quintal for leading the Pitcairn 
Anthem

• Gary Summerscales for videoing the service.
• Norfolk Island Golf Club members and workers 

for use of the Golf Club and those sullen who 
provided plenty of food for the wake

• Vince Reeves for making the cross on behalf of 
the Lions Club.

You all contributed to making Mum’s funeral so 
special and from the bottom of our hearts, thanks 
fu ucklun. Also to those sullen who we may have 
inadvertently missed off the list, thank you for your 
help and support.
 

‘Ken and Cassie Christian, welcomed into the world 
their 3rd child on The 5th of January,

A Little baby Brother to Rosie and Jimmy.
Forrest Andrew Christian- weighing 3.680 kg
We would like to Thank all our wonderful families 

and friends for all your love and support.
We especially would like to thank Gumsy/Mum/

Rosemary for being off the Island away from home, 
for 6 weeks with us, for all your help and support 
waiting for the arrival of Forrest.

We are happy to get back to “ de baas side orn 
earth” again.’
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Public Enemy Number One? 
“For most of his working life, controversial 

Australian journalist Wilfred Burchett chose to report 
wars of the 20th century from ‘the other side’. For this 
he paid a big price.

Many in his native Australia labelled him a traitor. 
Some would have gladly seen him hung for treason.

Burchett was the first western journalist to make it 
to Hiroshima three weeks after the world’s first atom 
bomb was dropped. “I Write this as a Warning to the 
Word”. So began Burchett’s biggest scoop of World 
War II as he sat typing out the story in the rubble of 
that shattered city. 

Burchett had an uncanny skill for smelling out 
the real story and broke with 
conventional western media 
perceptions of ‘goodies’ and 
‘baddies’ in Third World 
independence struggles. 

His long-standing friendship 
with Ho Chi Minh, the leader of 
North Vietnam in its struggles 
against the French and the 
Americans enabled Wilfred to 
live among the Vietcong during 
the Vietnam war. He wore the 
black pyjamas as he  bicycled 
around the country reporting 
and dodging the giant US B52 
bombing raids. 

Burchett always justified his 
reporting from the unpopular 
side by saying he was  ‘first 
and foremost a citizen of the 
world’. Sentiments  still run high 
against Burchett in Australia, so 

much so, despite Public Enemy Number One winning 
many overseas festival prizes, the film has never been 
screened on Australian television. 

Filmmaker David Bradbury will present his film 
and answer questions afterwards next Saturday 
night (17th) at Ferny Lane theatre, 7.30pm. 
Admission$15.

POSITIONS VACANT

GOVERNORS LODGE are seeking a CASUAL 
DISH HAND to work Monday & Tuesday nights with 
the possibility of more hours. Please call 24400 or 
email catering@governorslodge.com to apply.

Contact Joel on 51124Contact Nathan on 51124

Social Golf
Bruce Lockhart took out this week’s Veteran’s Golf 

on Tuesday scoring 23 points. Peter Bell was second 
on 21 points and Judy Spicer took third on 20 points in 
a countback over Fred Howe. 

Toby Christian won last week’s Norfolk Island 
Mechanical Chook Run and Ella Kay Ellis took out 
the Choc Run matching her brother’s performance 
from the previous week.

What’s on the week ahead:
- Saturday 24th June: Island 

Crystals Challenge – Rd 1
- Tuesday 27th June: 

Veterans Golf – 2:30pm
- Wednesday 28th  June: 

Stroke and Putting 
- Friday 30th June: Norfolk 

Island Mechanical Chook 
Run and Junior Choc Run

- Saturday 1st July: Olive 
Café Monthly Medal and 
Lisner Trophy
What is just around the 

corner
- Tuesday 4th July: Veterans 

Golf – 2:30pm
- Wednesday 5th July: 

Ansbury Christian Trophy 
with Bonus Points thanks 
to 2 Drips 

- Friday 7th July: Norfolk 
Island Mechanical Chook 
Run and Junior Choc Run

- Saturday 8th July: Trading Post Individual 
Stableford

Wining & Dining
The bar is open Tuesday to Saturday from 11am and 

will be open Sunday and Monday’s when competitions 
are on. For Sea Breeze Café winter opening times 
please call Taya directly on 51624.

 
Good golfing everyone!

Email - news@thenorfolkislander.com

CARPET CLEANING MACHINE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE


