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18.12.1936 - 12.11.23

John Gilbert Anderson was born to his parents 
Gideon and Kate Anderson on 18th December 1936, 
in Morrinsville, New Zealand.  In 1948 he moved 
with his parents to Norfolk Island where they settled 
at 79 Mission Road.  He attended the local school here 
where he completed his high school years gaining top 
of the class along with another local girl.  From here he 
travelled to Longburn College just out of Palmerston 
North in New Zealand along with Ken Nobbs to 
complete his high school education.

He had a keen interest in electronics and after 
gaining various certificates joined the merchant navy 
as a wireless operator.  He often told stories of being 
at sea in storms and visiting interesting places in his 
journeys.  

His passion for radios led him to set up a ham radio 
at the family home in Mission Road.  Apart from 

contacting many people from all over the world, he 
would hold a regular session with Tom Christian on 
Pitcairn Island.   This connection went on for many 
years until Tom passed away.

This Pitcairn connection led to John screening 
every Tuesday evening a movie film on the Mutiny on 
the Bounty at his hall in Cascade Road, for locals and 
tourists alike.  This went on for many years until the 
films and movie projector just wore out.

His hall in Cascade Road was where he stored much 
of his radio collection.  Old radios used during the war, 
old radio parts and any old electronic item you could 
find in amongst his treasures.  His plan was to establish 
a museum for these items and he was working towards 
this goal.

With the advent of transistor radios and the 
development of Hi-Fi sound systems John obtained 
the agency for Sony.  He initially set up shop with 
Ken Nobbs in the old Tea Rooms building that used to 
be opposite Yelavich’s Panel Beating.  From there he 
moved to a shop opposite the Information Centre and 
then later still into the Arcade.  His shops were always 
busy with tourists purchasing their limit of duty free 
goods to take back to Australia and New Zealand.  He 
kept this agency until the late 80s when it was not 
profitable to sell Hi-Fi gear once the duties had been 
lifted in Australia and New Zealand.

John also had a keen interest in aviation and flying.  
He has built up a considerable library of aviation books 
over the years.  When Ben Morris arrived on the island 
in the late 60s with a Cessna 172 and an instructor’s 
rating, John decided to learn to fly.  He soloed here on 
Norfolk and pursued a private pilots licence.  

In order to complete the cross country and navigation 
requirements of the license he travelled to Papua New 
Guinea to fly with one of the Adventist Mission pilots 
who had just begun operating aircraft up there.  He 
was successful in gaining his Private Pilot’s Licence.  
It was this interest also, that saw him head to PNG for 
several trips, to experience real flying, and also to 
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John Anderson - continued
install HF radios around the various mission stations 

to improve the level of communication between very 
isolated families and stations.

It was while on one of these trip that he met a young 
nurse at Sopas Leprosarium in the Western Highlands.  
They fell in love and after marrying in Sydney, John 
brought Florence back to the family home on Norfolk 
Island.  Plans were being put in place to celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary on 23rd of this month, but 
sadly this is not to be.

John became very involved in a number of societies 
on Norfolk.  Perhaps his biggest contribution was to 
the Norfolk Island National Park advisory Committee.  
He was a founding member of this committee which 
commenced in September 1985 and remained an 
active member right through until earlier this year.

John had a wealth of knowledge about the island’s 
natural history and had a particular interest and 
expertise in the field of weed control. John developed 
the first weed control strategy for the park, establishing 
areas requiring specific control techniques which are 
still referred to as “JA” Areas.

John’s interest in, and love for Norfolk Island’s 
natural history, especially the park was a testament to 
his character and his determination to leave this place 
a better one for him being here. He certainly succeeded 
in that objective.

John was also a member of the Norfolk Island 
Historical Society and also the Flora and Fauna Society 
before commencing his own Conservation Society.

John has always been a member of the local Seventh-
day Adventist Church.  In the early 60s he played an 
active part in the Pathfinder Club working with the 
young boys in particular on electronic projects and the 
like.  He had strong principles and was always honest 
in his dealings with others.  

The last couple of years have seen a steady decline in 
his health along with having to devote more and more 
time to the care of his wife Florence.  In spite of these 

Eileen Annette Richards - continued
Mum was a fearlessly independent person who did 

not ask for or accept help easily as some of you may 
recall. If the problem could be fixed with blu tac or put 
aside to be sorted for another day, that was Mum. One 
of her favourite sayings was “morla nor sa touch et!” 
She was easy to like but hard to get to know and once 
you did she was loyal and very kind. 

Mum, we are so proud to call you our Mum, Nanna, 
Nanny, Nanny Darling, Sister, Aunt, friend and we 
honour you today. With great sadness in our hearts we 
say farewell to you. In the days, months, and years 
ahead you will always be in our hearts, in our words 
and in our actions. 

Thank you for Eileen Richards
The family of Eileen would like to thank the many 

people for their love, support whilst Mum was unwell 
and following Mum’s passing. To the messages, phone 
calls, offers to help, and hugs of support has meant a 
great deal to the family.

Thank you so much to the following people:
• Gary, Lynne, Terry, and Duncan for offering 

your homes.
• Don Reynolds and Ralph Weslake for the loan of 

cars for Debra and Faye’s family. 
• Our Aunts and family who showed us love and 

support.
• David Fell for leading the service and supporting 

us to create and deliver our farewell to Mum.
• Jodie Williams for guiding another family 

through the process of celebrating our Mum’s 
life and for designing the service booklet. Also 
for providing the recording of Richard Bataille 
and songs to add depth to honouring our Mum. 
We appreciate your kindness and offer to assist 
us even though you have given up this role.

• The family and friends who made wreathes and 
for Aunty Robin for the beautiful centre piece.

• Shane and the grave-diggers for continuing the 
long held tradition of creating the resting place 
for Mum and for your hard work in the heat of 
the day

• Tardy for driving Mum and making sure it all 
went on schedule

• Alec, Roy, Allan, Ponna, Wiggy, Pendo, Gae, 
Phil McDowell and Peter Randall for playing at 
All Saints Church during the service. It was so 
lovely to hear your playing. Mum would be sa 
love et

• Those who helped make All Saints Church look 
lovely

• Tiana, Mitchell, Will, Liam for handing out the 
service booklets

• Milton Bradley and the Lions Club for the sound 
system

• Bumboras Uke Band for playing at the graveside 
service – yorlye sound so gude

• Don Reynolds and band for singing of John 
Adams’ prayer.

• Wesley James Quintal for leading the Pitcairn 
Anthem

• Gary Summerscales for videoing the service.
• Norfolk Island Golf Club members and workers 

for use of the Golf Club and those sullen who 
provided plenty of food for the wake

• Vince Reeves for making the cross on behalf of 
the Lions Club.

You all contributed to making Mum’s funeral so 
special and from the bottom of our hearts, thanks 
fu ucklun. Also to those sullen who we may have 
inadvertently missed off the list, thank you for your 
help and support.
 

‘Ken and Cassie Christian, welcomed into the world 
their 3rd child on The 5th of January,

A Little baby Brother to Rosie and Jimmy.
Forrest Andrew Christian- weighing 3.680 kg
We would like to Thank all our wonderful families 

and friends for all your love and support.
We especially would like to thank Gumsy/Mum/

Rosemary for being off the Island away from home, 
for 6 weeks with us, for all your help and support 
waiting for the arrival of Forrest.

We are happy to get back to “ de baas side orn 
earth” again.’

Wide selection of new books for all ages!
 Fiction • Non- fiction • Lifestyle 
Manga • Teen and early readers

A huge range of
 beautiful children’s picture books. 

Children’s storytime under the trees resumes 
when school returns, 10am every Saturday.

Shop 2, 7 New Cascade Rd.
Phone: 53383.

Public Enemy Number One? 
“For most of his working life, controversial 

Australian journalist Wilfred Burchett chose to report 
wars of the 20th century from ‘the other side’. For this 
he paid a big price.

Many in his native Australia labelled him a traitor. 
Some would have gladly seen him hung for treason.

Burchett was the first western journalist to make it 
to Hiroshima three weeks after the world’s first atom 
bomb was dropped. “I Write this as a Warning to the 
Word”. So began Burchett’s biggest scoop of World 
War II as he sat typing out the story in the rubble of 
that shattered city. 

Burchett had an uncanny skill for smelling out 
the real story and broke with 
conventional western media 
perceptions of ‘goodies’ and 
‘baddies’ in Third World 
independence struggles. 

His long-standing friendship 
with Ho Chi Minh, the leader of 
North Vietnam in its struggles 
against the French and the 
Americans enabled Wilfred to 
live among the Vietcong during 
the Vietnam war. He wore the 
black pyjamas as he  bicycled 
around the country reporting 
and dodging the giant US B52 
bombing raids. 

Burchett always justified his 
reporting from the unpopular 
side by saying he was  ‘first 
and foremost a citizen of the 
world’. Sentiments  still run high 
against Burchett in Australia, so 

much so, despite Public Enemy Number One winning 
many overseas festival prizes, the film has never been 
screened on Australian television. 

Filmmaker David Bradbury will present his film 
and answer questions afterwards next Saturday 
night (17th) at Ferny Lane theatre, 7.30pm. 
Admission$15.

POSITIONS VACANT

GOVERNORS LODGE are seeking a CASUAL 
DISH HAND to work Monday & Tuesday nights with 
the possibility of more hours. Please call 24400 or 
email catering@governorslodge.com to apply.

Contact Joel on 51124Contact Nathan on 51124

Social Golf
Bruce Lockhart took out this week’s Veteran’s Golf 

on Tuesday scoring 23 points. Peter Bell was second 
on 21 points and Judy Spicer took third on 20 points in 
a countback over Fred Howe. 

Toby Christian won last week’s Norfolk Island 
Mechanical Chook Run and Ella Kay Ellis took out 
the Choc Run matching her brother’s performance 
from the previous week.

What’s on the week ahead:
- Saturday 24th June: Island 

Crystals Challenge – Rd 1
- Tuesday 27th June: 

Veterans Golf – 2:30pm
- Wednesday 28th  June: 

Stroke and Putting 
- Friday 30th June: Norfolk 

Island Mechanical Chook 
Run and Junior Choc Run

- Saturday 1st July: Olive 
Café Monthly Medal and 
Lisner Trophy
What is just around the 

corner
- Tuesday 4th July: Veterans 

Golf – 2:30pm
- Wednesday 5th July: 

Ansbury Christian Trophy 
with Bonus Points thanks 
to 2 Drips 

- Friday 7th July: Norfolk 
Island Mechanical Chook 
Run and Junior Choc Run

- Saturday 8th July: Trading Post Individual 
Stableford

Wining & Dining
The bar is open Tuesday to Saturday from 11am and 

will be open Sunday and Monday’s when competitions 
are on. For Sea Breeze Café winter opening times 
please call Taya directly on 51624.

 
Good golfing everyone!

Email - news@thenorfolkislander.com

setbacks, John still had many plans that he wanted to 
bring to fruition.  Sadly these will not happen.

John loved his Lord, and was confident in the hope 
of the resurrection.  He was looking forward to the end 
of all pain and suffering and being reunited again with 
his family and loved ones.  Rest in peace John

Archery News
Vale

Lynette Eagles
It is with deep sadness we inform the archery 

community on Norfolk Island of the passing of Lyn 
Eagles in Queensland on Wednesday afternoon.

Lyn was an inspiration to Norfolk Island archers 
right from the beginning of The Association of Norfolk 
Island Archers in the 90’s, and loved Norfolk Island 
and the friends she made until she left us. 

Always ready to share advice, answer questions and 
give the club some much needed support with little 
‘tricks of the trade’ in bow tuning, shooting form or 
little ways to make life easier and fun out the club.  
She often kindly came to the island on many occasions 
to volunteer her time, deliver her loot, run coaching 
clinics and help teach bow maintenance including 
string making, at her own expense. She spent many 
hours with us at Anson Bay Road.

Lyn - thank you for the time you dedicated to our 
archery, we all have fond memories - you will be 
missed.
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