
Media Release
Draft Norfolk Island Plan

Recommended Amendments 2026
At the 25 February 2026 Ordinary Council 

Meeting, Norfolk Island Regional Council (Council) 
resolved to recommend to the Minister’s delegate, 
Mr. George Plant, that the ‘draft Norfolk Island 
Plan – Recommended Amendments 2026’ (Plan) 
– with recommended amendments to improve the 
clarity and efficient implementation of the Plan – be 
approved under section 12(1) of the Planning Act 
2002 (NI).

The recommended amendments to the Plan are 
generally categorised as:
•  Typographical corrections
•  Updates to terminology to ensure consistent 

use throughout the Plan
•  Refinements to wording to improve clarity 

and support interpretation
•  Review of Administrative and Purpose 

Definitions to improve clarity and intent.
The recommended amendments do not involve:

•  Changes to the overall structure of the Plan

•  Changes to development and subdivision 
standards

•  Introduction of any new use or development 
definitions.

Two (2) public submissions were received during 
the four-week Public Exhibition period between 10 
October and 7 November 2025. Council assessed 
the matters raised in the public submissions 
against the scope of this amendment process, 
and considered that the matters raised either fell 
outside this scope or were already addressed in the 
current Norfolk Island Plan 2002.

As a result, Council has recommended that the 
draft Plan be approved without further alteration in 
response to submissions.

To view more details on how Council considered 
the public submissions, please follow Steps 1 to 
3 below, then under ‘2 Norfolk Island Plan 2002 
- Draft Plan to Make Amendments to Facilitate 
Implementation of the Plan’, select ‘Report’.

The draft Plan titled ‘Norfolk Island Plan 2022 
– Recommended Amendments 2026 – Red 
Line version’ shows the proposed amendments 
highlighted in red text. To view this draft Plan (Red 
Line version) on Council’s website, follow these 
steps:

(continued overleaf)
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COUNCIL ADOPTS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
STRATEGY AND RELOCATION AND RENT ASSISTANCE 

POLICY (GENERAL MANAGER) 
 

Community Engagement Strategy Adopted 
Norfolk Island Regional Council (Council) has adopted the final version of the Community 
Engagement Strategy (Strategy), tabled at the 25 February 2026 Ordinary Council Meeting. The 
Strategy will guide Council’s future engagement and is a critical component of the Integrated Planning 
and Reporting framework as stipulated in the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW)(NI). 

Council notes the three (3) public submissions received from the period of Public Exhibition from 24 
September to 22 October 2025, with key messages from the submissions being: 

• Request to stage and separate documents on Public Exhibition, to reduce overlap, which 
places high demand on the community (respondents said they are “consulted out”) 

• Request for feedback on how input is used. 

As a result of the public feedback received, the strategy now specifies, under Section 1.1 Council’s 
Vision, Mission and Values, that “Council must seek to stagger community engagement to ensure 
stakeholders are not overwhelmed.” 

During this Public Exhibition phase, Council coincidentally undertook an extensive engagement 
program about electricity tariff options, supported by The Comms Team. With a stakeholder 
engagement practitioner on the island, Council sought a short peer review of the draft strategy by The 
Comms Team to reflect how Islanders prefer to be engaged, utilising what was learnt from the 
electricity tariff community engagement process. 

As a result of the peer review, changes to the draft strategy were recommended by the consultant to: 

1. Reflect and endorse feedback received – recommending separating out times when large 
documents are on Public Exhibition, where practical, and ensure that feedback is provided 
after Public Exhibition phases to explain how input was considered and applied.  

2. Include practical methodologies and processes that will work best for Norfolk Island, 
within cultural context and resource limitations, being:  

a. continuing promotion of opportunity to provide comments;  
b. considering whether provision of documents is sufficient, or whether socialising the 

subjects through meetings is needed; and  
c. providing feedback as to how input was considered during decision making. 

These changes have been reflected in the adopted Strategy available on Council’s website for 
viewing: www.nirc.gov.au/Your-council/Council-documents/Community-Engagement-Strategy 

 

 

Bowls News
 by Wrong Bias.

Allen Cup
What a great game of bowls for the Allen Cup 

final last Saturday with Jess Tierney and Shane 
Evans putting away the golf clubs and showing us 
all what a complete sportsperson he is.

 This event is for leads and seconds, with these 
two being fairly new bowlers but they managed to 
defeat all  before them to get to the final. 

In conditions that were fairly good, although 
there was a quite strong breeze affecting the bowls 

at one end, the game started as everybody thought 
with both bowlers taking time to find their rhythm 
and decide what side of the green they preferred. 

Both players were playing extremely well with 
very tight heads, especially at the end with little 
wind. With the scores locked together at 13-13 
all it was at this stage that Shane managed to get 
a slight lead 16-13 but Jess knuckled down and 
dragged the scores back to 20-18. 

Shane then 
managed to pick 
up 4 shots to 
be all butt and 
looked the goods 
for an early finish, 
but Jess stuck 
to his guns and 
made the score 
24-23. 

In what was to 
be the 2nd last 
end of the game, 
and with just 
one bowl each 
left in the end, it 
was Shane who 
held game at the head but Jess with his last bowl 
pushed Shanes bowl out to actually hold 3 shots 

(contiued overleaf)

Cheryl Tennis Club News 
And Information

Thank you, 
Julie South 

All associated with Cheryl 
Tennis Club (CTC) were sorry to 
hear of the passing of Julie South 
last weekend.  

Julie is a Life Member of CTC 
and has been a dedicated player, 
Committee member and most 
importantly, a great friend to so 
many over several decades  at 
CTC. 

Julie retired from the 
Committee after many years at 
the end of 2022 and was playing 
competetive tennis during that 
year. Julie was involved in all 

Bar & Bottle Shop Open 12 - 7pm Daily 
Lunch - Friday to Tuesday 

12pm ‘til 3pm

Woodfired Pizzas - Friday Nights 

Ph 22625 for bookings

Bar & Bottle Shop Open 12 - 7pm Daily
Lunch - Friday to Tuesday

12pm ‘til 3pm

Woodfired Pizzas - Friday Nights

facets of running the Club as a voluntary Committee 
member for decades  

Julie was primarily on Match sub-committee and 
always maintained strong standards of sportsmanship, 
efficiency in tournament management and encouraging 

(continued overleaf)

Brewery and Bar open 7 days from 1 pm

Wood Fire Pizza Friday Night
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Ph 22625
108 Taylors Road ~ Opposite the R.S.L Club           

Brewery and Bar open 7 days from 1 
pm

Wood Fire Pizza Friday Night
bookings essential

  Father’s  Day  2024
A careful man I ought to be;
My little children follow me.
I do not dare to go astray
For fear they will go the selfsame way.

I cannot once escape their eyes;
Whatever they see me do they try.
Like me they say they are going to be
My little children who follow me.

They think that I am good and fine,
Believe in every word of mine.
The base in me they must not see,
My little children who follow me.

 I must remember as I go
My little children, I do love them so.
But I’m building now for the years to be
For my little children who follow me.

Happy Father’s Day  2024.
                                                           Maureen King.

NOT --- how did our Julie die?
BUT --- how did she live?
NOT --- what did she gain?
BUT --- what did our Julie give?
 On behalf of the Norfolk Island Quota Club 

Members and Friends ... a tribute to Julie South.
 I wish to share with the Norfolk Island community, 

our Julie as a Friend of N/I Quota Club, and her 
“confidential contribution”.

 For over fifteen years Julie gave of herself in 
making the shrouds. The shrouds were gifted  to our 
Norfolk Island Hospital and in a dignified, lovingly  
and respectful manner were used for the many, many 
loved ones in our community who, down through the 
years have passed away. 

THANK YOU to our late Julie South for YOUR 
SERVICE in GIVING to our community. So truly 
appreciated.

 We all shall treasure your memory.
With friendly love   ...  

Maureen King   N/I Quota Club President.
                                                                                 

Brewery and Bar Open 7 Days from 12-noon

CSIRO Norfolk Island Water Resource 
Assessment (NIWRA) 

update
February groundwater monitoring

Scientists from CSIRO, Australia’s national 
science agency, are visiting Norfolk Island 
between 19 and 26 February, 2026. Researchers 

Cuan Petheram, Lynn Seo, Andrew Taylor and Jo 
Vanderzalm will be continuing CSIRO’s important 
research on the island’s water resources.

During this time, the CSIRO scientists will be 
working with Snow Tavener and Nathan Taylor to 
advance the hydrological monitoring program. 
The program began in 2019 to improve the 
understanding of Norfolk Island’s water resource 
status and availability. Long-term monitoring— 
spanning years, or even decades—is essential for 
understanding changes in groundwater storage 
and availability under varying climatic conditions. 
As part of this research effort, the team will be 
measuring groundwater levels in over 80 bores and 
wells across the island.

Another important aspect of the groundwater 
research is identifying where groundwater exits or 
discharges from the island’s groundwater system 
to the land surface. This information is used to map 
the depth of groundwater across the island. From 
there, researchers can build an understanding 
of the rate at which groundwater flows through 
the subsurface, the volume of groundwater in 
storage and the interactions between the island’s 
groundwater system and surface water systems 
(i.e. creeks).

Groundwater samples will also be collected from 
about 20 bores and will be analysed for physical 

(continued overleaf)

Vale
Jeffrey Raymond Fry

‘Jeff’
Originally hailing from Rockhampton, Jeffrey 

(Jeff) Raymond Fry lived the final years of his life 
on Norfolk Island and travelling around Adelaide 
and the Adelaide Hills with his partner Karen. Jeff 
leaves behind a lifetime of memories for his family 
and a legacy of his children Steve and Bec and 
grandchildren Isaac, Aidan, Autumn, Scarlett and 
Daphne. 

Jeff lived his formative years in Rockhampton 
with his parents Phyllis and Ronald and his older 

brother Trevor. As he grew, the family made 
the move from Rockhampton to Ipswich where 
he developed an interest in heavy machinery 
mechanics. Jeff became a diesel fitter completing 
his apprenticeship at Hastings Deering, nicknamed 
Rhubarb as he was always red in the face, and 
served there for a number of years where he met 
his first wife Deborah. After a swift romance they 
were married and had Steven, with Rebecca (or 
Bec as she prefers) a year later. Over time, Jeff 
and Debbie went their separate ways however Jeff 
continued to be an involved father. 

In 2000, Jeff experienced a serious Bike 
accident that left him with a spinal injury requiring 
the use of a halo and significant rehabilitation 
for several months. Thankfully Jeff made a full 
recovery. Following his accident Jeff went on to 
settle at Wynnum working at the Port of Brisbane 
as a mechanic. 

Jeff was able to complete his trip of a lifetime, 
riding to Sturgess along Route 66 with his good 
friends from Wynnum and visiting places like 
Mount Rushmore, National Parks and to the 
birthplace of his most prized possession Harley 
Davidson. During this time, he travelled to places 
like Italy for work as well as spending time with his 
children where he could while working shiftwork at 
the wharf. 

(continued overleaf)



Jeffrey Raymond Fry- continued
It was living in Wynnum that he met his second 

wife Terry. The pair married in 2003 and during their 
years of renovation at their house in Wynnum, Terry 
bought for Jeff his beloved Tinka. Jeff’s best friend 
from the moment she was brought home as a tiny 
pup until she passed on Norfolk, Tinka went every 
with Jeff as his partner in crime. While living in 
Wynnum Jeff saw the marriage of his daughter Bec 
to her first husband James and the birth of both of 
his grandsons Isaac and Aidan; he also was able 
to see his son Steve marry Sarah. Jeff and Terry 
separated in 2017, which led Jeff to come over to 
visit his good friends Eric and Tracey Sweeney on 
Norfolk Island. 

Following this visit to Norfolk Island, Jeff went 
to the doctor and discovered that he required a 
quadruple bypass which went well and he got 
clearance from his medical team in the months 
following. After capturing his heart, Jeff sold his 
continual work in progress house at Wynnum and 
moved to Norfolk Island in 2018. His family, while 
shocked at this major life decision, were happy 
to see that he found his zest for life again. Jeff 
quickly became friends with many of the locals and 
residents like Miss Betty, George, Kim, Shane and 
Jane to name a few. 

When his family visited the island following his 
move, Jeff complained of his tireless work week 
maintaining the gardens at Government House 
once a week and the difficult life he had chosen to 
lead following his morning ritual of coffee before a 
hearty breakfast. His favourite place was Prinke’s 
where he’d often have multiple cups of coffee with 
his good friends before they headed off to work 
and he continued to occupy his time with helping 
others, volunteering and participating in community 
events. 

We’ll never forget when he told us he performed 
in a play, that he played a convincing convict or that 
he took up performing on his harmonica outside the 
local (now Salty’s) and Prinke. Jeff’s impact on the 
community was certainly felt far and wide and the 
generosity and kindness from everyone was always 
extended to his family when they visited.  It became 
tradition for the family to always supply Jeff with 
at least a box of toilet paper after supply issues 
had left him short once. Jeff did his best to always 
teach his children the Norf’k and would often greet 
them on the phone with Watawieh Yorlye? 

In 2023 Jeff welcomed his granddaughter 
Daphne into his world and on a trip to Brisbane 
he spent many hours making her laugh. In March 
2024, following an emergency medical trip to 
Brisbane Jeff again suffered from heart issues, Jeff 
introduced his children to Kaz. Later this year they 
were able to fly over and attend Bec’s wedding to 
her new husband Aaron and welcomed him and his 
two daughters Autumn and Scarlet into the family 
with open arms. After this brief visit, Jeff returned 
to Norfolk Island and began renovating his house 
here with Kaz. As they worked to complete the 

house renovations in 2024 and 2025, they planned 
to travel around mainland Australia and purchased 
a Winnebago. They continued to make plans and 
book short trips – often working on the camper van 
between trips and doctor visits as Jeff continued 
to suffer from other heart and clot related medical 
issues. 

Jeff unfortunately passed on April 26, 2026 on his 
return with Kaz from the Adelaide Hills to Adelaide. 
While every effort was made to save him, it was not 
possible. Kaz stayed with him and contacted the 
family and began the process of bringing him home 
to place that he loved that welcomed him warmly. 
While a shock to all, we value the knowledge that 
he was travelling with the person that he loved and 
that he was able to pass quickly. 

We acknowledge the deep loss that everyone in 
the family and Norfolk community is feeling, and 
the family would like to extend their thanks and 
appreciation for all of the kind words, photos and 
memories that everyone from Norfolk Island has 
shared with Jeff to make this place his home and 
final resting place. Until we meet again Jeff, guud 
bai! 

SUDOKU RULES
Fill in the grid so
that every column,
every row and every
3x3 box contains
the digits 1 through
9. There is no math
involved. You solve
each puzzle with
reasoning and logic.
Each puzzle only
has one solution.Last week’s solution

Sudoku Number 450 - Medium

9 1 4 5 2 3 6 7 8
6 2 5 4 8 7 9 1 3
7 8 3 1 9 6 2 5 4
3 4 6 7 1 8 5 9 2
1 7 8 9 5 2 3 4 6
5 9 2 6 3 4 7 8 1
2 5 1 8 6 9 4 3 7
4 3 9 2 7 1 8 6 5
8 6 7 3 4 5 1 2 9

3 2
7 1 4

9 8 4
5 4 2
2 7 1 8

6 2 5
1 9 5

3 4 1
3 6


