
Janice Mavis Saal
‘Jan’

16th August 1940 - 23rd August 2026
Janice (Jan), our mum, was born in Brisbane 86 

years ago, where she spent most of her younger 
years. At the age of 15, she moved to Mackay, 
where she later met our dad, Brian.

They both worked at Fieldes Motors — Mum in 
the office and Dad in the workshop. Mum always 
loved music, particularly dance music, and of 
course, dancing. Fittingly, it was at a dance that 
their relationship began. We remember Dad saying 
that he was never much of a dancer, but he would 
happily go along to the dances just to see her.

Mum and Dad were married in December 1958 
and welcomed us children over the following three 
years.

We grew up hearing stories about how Mum and 
Dad built their Mackay home one board at a time, 
along with the challenges of preventing the local 

wildlife from becoming permanent additions to the 
family!

Mum created a wonderful home and life in 
Mackay over the next 30 years. It was a meaningful 
and happy chapter of her life, and raising us girls 
was always one of her greatest joys.

Once we were in high school, Mum embarked 
on a career in hairdressing, where she thrived. She 
loved transforming the way people looked and felt, 
but perhaps even more importantly, she loved the 
friendships and connections she made with the 
people whose hair she styled.

Mum also loved playing tennis and driving 
our VW Bug, affectionately named Herbie. We 
remember Friday night club matches with friends 
and, when it became too late for us, falling asleep 
in Herbie while Mum finished her evening.

She also loved holidays and travel. There were 
many summer camping trips up and down the 
east coast of Australia — which makes us smile 
given Mum’s less-than-enthusiastic relationship 
with bugs! She particularly loved her many visits to 
Norfolk Island, where she could reconnect with her 
sister Val and family.

In 1986, Mum and Dad made Norfolk Island their 
home, beginning another very special chapter of 
Mum’s life. Together they ran a nursery for many 
years and became part of the fabric of the Norfolk 
Island community.

Community service became an important part of 
Mum’s life, particularly through her many years of 
involvement with the Lions Club of Norfolk Island 
and Lions Club of Arthurs Vale. Mum generously 
gave her time, energy and support to the clubs and 
their activities, always willing to contribute wherever 
she could. Through Lions, she helped support the 
wider Norfolk Island community while also forming 
many treasured and lasting friendships.

Her involvement was about much more than 
simply belonging to a club. Mum genuinely believed 
in helping others and contributing to the community 
she called home. She took enormous pride in being 
part of Lions and in the work the clubs carried 
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Jan - continued
out for Norfolk Island. The friendships, fellowship 
and sense of purpose she found through Lions 
remained very important to her over the years.

Above all else, family and friends were Mum’s 
greatest passion. She was a loving mother and sister, 
a doting grandmother and great-grandmother, an 
adoring aunt to her many nieces and nephews, and 
a loyal and treasured friend to many.

She leaves behind so many memories and will 
be deeply missed by all of us.

We love you, Mum.

Thank You
The family would like to sincerely thank everyone 

for the love, kindness and support we have received 
during this time.

A very special thank you to the doctors, nurses 
and staff at the Norfolk Island Hospital, and to all 
the staff at Care Norfolk for the compassionate 
and loving care they provided to Mum. The dignity, 
respect and love shown to her has been deeply 
appreciated by our whole family.

Our heartfelt thanks also go to Shane, Mal, 
Colleen, the gravediggers, coffin builder, hearse 
driver, pallbearers and wreath makers; those 
who decorated the mound, made the cross and 
donated flowers; Kev and Kieran for the livestream; 
Jodie for the service sheet and Toni for the printing; 
the police for the escort; Chelsea for the beautiful 
service; Trent for the PA system; and Darlene at the 
radio station.

Finally, our very special thanks to the Lions Club 
of Norfolk Island and Lions Club of Arthurs Vale for 
their unwavering friendship and support of Mum. 
After so many years of Mum giving her time and 
heart to Lions, the love and support shown to her 

Eileen Annette Richards - continued
Mum was a fearlessly independent person who did 

not ask for or accept help easily as some of you may 
recall. If the problem could be fixed with blu tac or put 
aside to be sorted for another day, that was Mum. One 
of her favourite sayings was “morla nor sa touch et!” 
She was easy to like but hard to get to know and once 
you did she was loyal and very kind. 

Mum, we are so proud to call you our Mum, Nanna, 
Nanny, Nanny Darling, Sister, Aunt, friend and we 
honour you today. With great sadness in our hearts we 
say farewell to you. In the days, months, and years 
ahead you will always be in our hearts, in our words 
and in our actions. 

Thank you for Eileen Richards
The family of Eileen would like to thank the many 

people for their love, support whilst Mum was unwell 
and following Mum’s passing. To the messages, phone 
calls, offers to help, and hugs of support has meant a 
great deal to the family.

Thank you so much to the following people:
• Gary, Lynne, Terry, and Duncan for offering 

your homes.
• Don Reynolds and Ralph Weslake for the loan of 

cars for Debra and Faye’s family. 
• Our Aunts and family who showed us love and 

support.
• David Fell for leading the service and supporting 

us to create and deliver our farewell to Mum.
• Jodie Williams for guiding another family 

through the process of celebrating our Mum’s 
life and for designing the service booklet. Also 
for providing the recording of Richard Bataille 
and songs to add depth to honouring our Mum. 
We appreciate your kindness and offer to assist 
us even though you have given up this role.

• The family and friends who made wreathes and 
for Aunty Robin for the beautiful centre piece.

• Shane and the grave-diggers for continuing the 
long held tradition of creating the resting place 
for Mum and for your hard work in the heat of 
the day

• Tardy for driving Mum and making sure it all 
went on schedule

• Alec, Roy, Allan, Ponna, Wiggy, Pendo, Gae, 
Phil McDowell and Peter Randall for playing at 
All Saints Church during the service. It was so 
lovely to hear your playing. Mum would be sa 
love et

• Those who helped make All Saints Church look 
lovely

• Tiana, Mitchell, Will, Liam for handing out the 
service booklets

• Milton Bradley and the Lions Club for the sound 
system

• Bumboras Uke Band for playing at the graveside 
service – yorlye sound so gude

• Don Reynolds and band for singing of John 
Adams’ prayer.

• Wesley James Quintal for leading the Pitcairn 
Anthem

• Gary Summerscales for videoing the service.
• Norfolk Island Golf Club members and workers 

for use of the Golf Club and those sullen who 
provided plenty of food for the wake

• Vince Reeves for making the cross on behalf of 
the Lions Club.

You all contributed to making Mum’s funeral so 
special and from the bottom of our hearts, thanks 
fu ucklun. Also to those sullen who we may have 
inadvertently missed off the list, thank you for your 
help and support.
 

‘Ken and Cassie Christian, welcomed into the world 
their 3rd child on The 5th of January,

A Little baby Brother to Rosie and Jimmy.
Forrest Andrew Christian- weighing 3.680 kg
We would like to Thank all our wonderful families 

and friends for all your love and support.
We especially would like to thank Gumsy/Mum/

Rosemary for being off the Island away from home, 
for 6 weeks with us, for all your help and support 
waiting for the arrival of Forrest.

We are happy to get back to “ de baas side orn 
earth” again.’

Wide selection of new books for all ages!
 Fiction • Non- fiction • Lifestyle 
Manga • Teen and early readers

A huge range of
 beautiful children’s picture books. 

Children’s storytime under the trees resumes 
when school returns, 10am every Saturday.

Shop 2, 7 New Cascade Rd.
Phone: 53383.

Public Enemy Number One? 
“For most of his working life, controversial 

Australian journalist Wilfred Burchett chose to report 
wars of the 20th century from ‘the other side’. For this 
he paid a big price.

Many in his native Australia labelled him a traitor. 
Some would have gladly seen him hung for treason.

Burchett was the first western journalist to make it 
to Hiroshima three weeks after the world’s first atom 
bomb was dropped. “I Write this as a Warning to the 
Word”. So began Burchett’s biggest scoop of World 
War II as he sat typing out the story in the rubble of 
that shattered city. 

Burchett had an uncanny skill for smelling out 
the real story and broke with 
conventional western media 
perceptions of ‘goodies’ and 
‘baddies’ in Third World 
independence struggles. 

His long-standing friendship 
with Ho Chi Minh, the leader of 
North Vietnam in its struggles 
against the French and the 
Americans enabled Wilfred to 
live among the Vietcong during 
the Vietnam war. He wore the 
black pyjamas as he  bicycled 
around the country reporting 
and dodging the giant US B52 
bombing raids. 

Burchett always justified his 
reporting from the unpopular 
side by saying he was  ‘first 
and foremost a citizen of the 
world’. Sentiments  still run high 
against Burchett in Australia, so 

much so, despite Public Enemy Number One winning 
many overseas festival prizes, the film has never been 
screened on Australian television. 

Filmmaker David Bradbury will present his film 
and answer questions afterwards next Saturday 
night (17th) at Ferny Lane theatre, 7.30pm. 
Admission$15.

POSITIONS VACANT

GOVERNORS LODGE are seeking a CASUAL 
DISH HAND to work Monday & Tuesday nights with 
the possibility of more hours. Please call 24400 or 
email catering@governorslodge.com to apply.

Contact Joel on 51124Contact Nathan on 51124

Social Golf
Bruce Lockhart took out this week’s Veteran’s Golf 

on Tuesday scoring 23 points. Peter Bell was second 
on 21 points and Judy Spicer took third on 20 points in 
a countback over Fred Howe. 

Toby Christian won last week’s Norfolk Island 
Mechanical Chook Run and Ella Kay Ellis took out 
the Choc Run matching her brother’s performance 
from the previous week.

What’s on the week ahead:
- Saturday 24th June: Island 

Crystals Challenge – Rd 1
- Tuesday 27th June: 

Veterans Golf – 2:30pm
- Wednesday 28th  June: 

Stroke and Putting 
- Friday 30th June: Norfolk 

Island Mechanical Chook 
Run and Junior Choc Run

- Saturday 1st July: Olive 
Café Monthly Medal and 
Lisner Trophy
What is just around the 

corner
- Tuesday 4th July: Veterans 

Golf – 2:30pm
- Wednesday 5th July: 

Ansbury Christian Trophy 
with Bonus Points thanks 
to 2 Drips 

- Friday 7th July: Norfolk 
Island Mechanical Chook 
Run and Junior Choc Run

- Saturday 8th July: Trading Post Individual 
Stableford

Wining & Dining
The bar is open Tuesday to Saturday from 11am and 

will be open Sunday and Monday’s when competitions 
are on. For Sea Breeze Café winter opening times 
please call Taya directly on 51624.

 
Good golfing everyone!

Email - news@thenorfolkislander.com

and to our family has meant more than we can say.
And to anyone we may have inadvertently 

missed, please know that we are truly grateful.
Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts.

SUDOKU RULES
Fill in the grid so
that every column,
every row and every
3x3 box contains
the digits 1 through
9. There is no math
involved. You solve
each puzzle with
reasoning and logic.
Each puzzle only
has one solution.Last week’s solution

Sudoku Number 452 - Medium

3 2 5 9 7 1 8 4 6
8 9 1 3 6 4 5 7 2
7 6 4 2 8 5 3 1 9
2 1 9 8 3 7 6 5 4
6 3 8 5 4 2 1 9 7
5 4 7 1 9 6 2 8 3
9 5 3 7 2 8 4 6 1
1 7 6 4 5 3 9 2 8
4 8 2 6 1 9 7 3 5

4 2
9 5 8

1 2 3 4
1 6 2

1 6
4 9 1
2 1 7 4

3 9 6
4 5


