
Vale
Anthony ‘Tony’ John Arnold

8 July 1946 – 19 June 2026
What does a daughter write about the passing of 

her father when there was no eulogy, no hymns or 
versus read out at his service, and the only prayer 
said was a spiritual prayer written by his own father 
many years ago?

She simply writes what people have said or 
written to her when they heard of his passing…

That he was a kind, gentle man. A “handsome” 
man. An intelligent man. Someone they recall 
having loyalty and integrity. A good sullen. A lovely 
sullen. A person that helped bring back fond 
memories of times no longer available to us, but 
that will always represent a special era in Norfolk’s 
history. Someone even mentioned a particular song 
that he used to play regularly on the local radio, 
VL2NI. That was well over 45 years ago! But thank 
you to that person for taking the time to share that 
memory with me. How very special…

And as I write this, getting it ready for the paper, 
today would have been his 80th birthday. Happy 
birthday Dad! 
You’ll be forever 
loved.

Tony Arnold 
– born in 
England to an 
English father 
and a mother 
of Caribbean/
Jamaican 
ancestry; older 
brother of 
Michael; father 
of me and 
Danielle; uncle 
to Cheyenne 
– may your 

humble heart rest in peace and may the heavens 
always hold your soul.

How terribly we already miss you…
With love,

 Natasha
A thank you from the family

Tony’s health declined quite suddenly. It was 
only last November that he was diagnosed with a 
rare illness. 

His passing 3 weeks ago in Brisbane was 
something all of us were quite unprepared for – so, 
thank you to those who reached out and offered 
kind words of comfort and care in such a time of 
shock and grief. 

For those who messaged and expressed their 
sympathies, your condolences provided much 
needed support and ease.

As a fairly down-to-earth, no-fuss person, Tony 
would have been genuinely grateful as well as 
surprised had he known of these sentiments.

So, from us to many of you, we thank you dearly 
and extend our gratitude for having him in your 
good thoughts.

Sincerely, the Arnold family

 

VALE 
Anthony (‘Tony’) John Arnold 

8 July 1946 – 19 June 2026 
What does a daughter write about the 
passing of her father when there was no 
eulogy, no hymns or versus read out at his 
service, and the only prayer said was a 
spiritual prayer written by his own father 
many years ago?  
She simple writes what people have said 
or written to her when they heard of his 
passing… 
That he was a kind, gentle man. A 
“handsome” man. An intelligent man. 
Someone they recall having loyalty and 
integrity. A good sullen. A lovely sullen. A 
person that helped bring back fond 
memories of times no longer available to 
us, but that will always represent a special 
era in Norfolk’s history. Someone even 
mentioned a particular song that he used 
to play regularly on the local radio, VL2NI. 
That was well over 45 years ago! But 
thank you to that person for taking the 
time to share that memory with me. How 
very special… 
And as I write this, getting it ready for the 
paper, today would have been his 80th 

birthday. Happy birthday Dad! You’ll be 
forever loved. 
Tony Arnold – born in England to an 
English father and a mother of 
Caribbean/Jamaican ancestry; older 
brother of Michael; father of me and 
Danielle; uncle to Cheyenne – may your 
humble heart rest in peace and may the 
heavens always hold your soul. 
How terribly we already miss you… 

With love, Natasha 

 
 

A thank you from the family 
Tony’s health declined quite suddenly. It 
was only last November that he was 
diagnosed with a rare illness. His passing 3 
weeks ago in Brisbane was something all 
of us were quite unprepared for – so, 
thank you to those who reached out and 
offered kind words of comfort and care in 
such a time of shock and grief. For those 
who messaged and expressed their 
sympathies, your condolences provided 
much needed support and ease.  
As a fairly down-to-earth, no-fuss person, 
Tony would have been genuinely grateful 
as well as surprised had he known of 
these sentiments. 
So, from us to many of you, we thank you 
dearly and extend our gratitude for having 
him in your good thoughts.  

Sincerely, the Arnold family 
 

 

VALE 
Anthony (‘Tony’) John Arnold 

8 July 1946 – 19 June 2026 
What does a daughter write about the 
passing of her father when there was no 
eulogy, no hymns or versus read out at his 
service, and the only prayer said was a 
spiritual prayer written by his own father 
many years ago?  
She simple writes what people have said 
or written to her when they heard of his 
passing… 
That he was a kind, gentle man. A 
“handsome” man. An intelligent man. 
Someone they recall having loyalty and 
integrity. A good sullen. A lovely sullen. A 
person that helped bring back fond 
memories of times no longer available to 
us, but that will always represent a special 
era in Norfolk’s history. Someone even 
mentioned a particular song that he used 
to play regularly on the local radio, VL2NI. 
That was well over 45 years ago! But 
thank you to that person for taking the 
time to share that memory with me. How 
very special… 
And as I write this, getting it ready for the 
paper, today would have been his 80th 

birthday. Happy birthday Dad! You’ll be 
forever loved. 
Tony Arnold – born in England to an 
English father and a mother of 
Caribbean/Jamaican ancestry; older 
brother of Michael; father of me and 
Danielle; uncle to Cheyenne – may your 
humble heart rest in peace and may the 
heavens always hold your soul. 
How terribly we already miss you… 

With love, Natasha 

 
 

A thank you from the family 
Tony’s health declined quite suddenly. It 
was only last November that he was 
diagnosed with a rare illness. His passing 3 
weeks ago in Brisbane was something all 
of us were quite unprepared for – so, 
thank you to those who reached out and 
offered kind words of comfort and care in 
such a time of shock and grief. For those 
who messaged and expressed their 
sympathies, your condolences provided 
much needed support and ease.  
As a fairly down-to-earth, no-fuss person, 
Tony would have been genuinely grateful 
as well as surprised had he known of 
these sentiments. 
So, from us to many of you, we thank you 
dearly and extend our gratitude for having 
him in your good thoughts.  

Sincerely, the Arnold family 
 

A Discussion Starter: Could 
Norfolk Island Become Australia’s 

First Smart Ageing Island?
Dr Kate Lemerle – Community Contributor

What if one of Norfolk Island’s greatest challenges 
could become one of its greatest opportunities?

Over the coming decade, Norfolk Island will face 
the same issue confronting many communities 
across Australia: an ageing population and rising 
healthcare costs. But unlike most communities, 
Norfolk Island has something unique – the potential 
to become a national pilot site for a new model of 
healthcare designed specifically for small, remote 
and ageing populations.

The numbers suggest the conversation is worth 
having.

In 2017-18, Norfolk Island recorded 67 medical 
evacuations involving 72 emergency patients. 
During the same period, 849 Norfolk Islanders 
accessed the Norfolk Island Patient Travel 
Accommodation Assistance Scheme (NIPTAAS) to 
travel to the mainland for specialist appointments 
and treatment. In a community of just over 2,000 
people, those figures reveal an extraordinary 
reliance on off-island healthcare.

While the total cost of medical evacuations and 
NIPTAAS is not publicly reported, local estimates 
suggest a single medical evacuation may cost in the 
order of $70,000. If accurate, 67 evacuations would 
represent almost $5 million in annual expenditure 
before accounting for hospital treatment, specialist 
care, patient travel assistance, accommodation 
subsidies and escorts.

At the same time, Norfolk Island’s population is 
ageing. The median age of residents is now around 
50 years, compared with 38 years nationally. As 
more residents move into their seventies and 
eighties, demand for health services, aged care, 
chronic disease management and support to 
remain living independently is expected to increase 
significantly.

The traditional response would be to continue 
expanding services as demand grows. But what if 
there is another way?

From Remote Island to Smart Island
Around the world, healthcare is being transformed 

by artificial intelligence, remote monitoring and 
digital health technologies. Most people imagine 
futuristic robots and automated hospitals. The 
reality is far more practical.

Many of the technologies needed to support 
older residents already exist.

Smart watches can detect falls, monitor heart 
rhythm, track activity levels and identify changes 
in sleep patterns. Home monitoring systems 
can recognise when someone has not followed 
their usual routine, missed meals, failed to take 
medication or appear unwell. AI-powered software 
can help doctors, nurses and carers spend less 

time on paperwork and more time with patients, 
whether in -person or remotely.

Over the next one to three years, emerging 
technologies are expected to become increasingly 
capable of identifying early signs of frailty, dementia, 
mental illnesses and chronic disease deterioration 
through changes in speech, movement patterns 
and everyday activities.

Rather than waiting until someone becomes 
seriously ill and requires emergency evacuation 
or hospitalisation, these systems aim to identify 
problems much earlier. The goal is simple: keep 
people healthier, independent and living in their 
own homes for longer.
What Might a Norfolk Island Pilot Look Like?

Imagine a pilot program involving 50 to 100 older 
residents who volunteer to participate.

Participants might receive wearable health 
devices, access to remote monitoring and regular 
digital health reviews. Care Norfolk, NIHRACS 
and local healthcare providers could receive alerts 
when a participant appears to be at increased 
risk of illness, falls or deteriorating health. AI-
assisted systems such as a community wellbeing 
dashboard could help clinicians track trends in 
health and prepare reports that could contribute to 
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Letters to the Editor - continued

About OMNI Collective 
OMNI Collective is a group of Norfolk Island 

residents committed to respectful, fact-based 
public discussion about the island’s governance and 
future. It is a non-partisan civic group, not aligned 
to any political party, candidate or government 
agency. It exists to promote accurate information, 
open and respectful debate, and safe participation 
in public affairs on Norfolk Island. 

We seek to support an inclusive community 
in which all residents can participate in civic life 
without fear of intimidation, regardless of their views 
on any matters affecting our lives. We are local 
residents who support the development of lawful, 
democratic institutions that represent everyone 
who calls Norfolk Island home, and we reject any 
model that excludes people from public life on the 
basis of descent, origin or personal opinion. Our 
commitment is to uphold internationally recognised 
human rights standards: equal political rights, 
freedom of expression, freedom from harassment, 
and the right to engage in, or decline, political 
activity without coercion or reprisal. 

The purpose of the OMNI Collective is to provide 
fact-based information and commentary in the local 
media, drawing on verifiable historical, legal and 
human-rights sources, and to clearly distinguish 
between evidence and opinion. We focus on issues 
such as: 
- The legal and historical record of Norfolk 

Island’s governance (including institutions like 
the Legislative Assembly and the Council of 
Elders). 

- The need for inclusive consultation and 
decision-making that encompasses the whole 
resident community, not just particular factions 
or family groups. 

- The compatibility of proposed political models 
with modern democratic and human-rights 
principles. 

OMNI will not engage in personal attacks or 
vilification of any individuals or groups. It will focus 
on publicly verifiable facts and principles, not on 
personal opinions. Our commitment is to provide a 
peaceful, lawful and non-violent forum that values 
evidence and human dignity for the long-term 
wellbeing of Norfolk Island’s whole community, 
rather than seeking power for any particular group 
or lineage.

OMNI condemns all forms of intimidation, threats 
and harassment connected with political activity 
on Norfolk Island, whoever is responsible and 
whatever cause they claim to serve. We recognise 
that people have already been misidentified as 
associated with OMNI and subjected to harassment. 
We regard this as a serious community safety issue 
that undermines any genuine claim to democratic 
or cultural legitimacy by those responsible. Any 
such actions have been, and will be, documented 

and handed to the appropriate authorities for full 
investigation under the law. 

Any resident of Norfolk Island is free to use 
our anonymous channels, set up under the OMNI 
Collective name, to publish materials for the 
benefit of the whole community as long as they are 
consistent with the principles and standards set by 
the group. All submissions will be fact-checked and 
assessed as appropriate prior to being published 
under the OMNI name. Any material submitted 
to us that we consider offensive, threatening or 
incompatible with the standards set out above will 
not be published or used under the OMNI Collective 
name. 

Any person associated with the OMNI Collective 
who breaches agreed confidentiality and safety 
standards will be immediately removed and 
deprived of access to OMNI communication 
channels. Serious breaches will be reported 
to relevant authorities, and a public statement 
may be made to clarify that such a breach was 
unauthorized and contrary to OMNI’s values and 
to our commitment to protecting the privacy and 
safety of all residents who engage with us. 

All communications with the group can be 
submitted through our secure email: omni_
collective@proton.me

Norfolk Island Squash Masters ‘25
A Week of Competition, 

Camaraderie and Community 
Spirit

Last week, Norfolk Island Squash welcomed 
40 enthusiastic players for the annual Masters 
Tournament, open to competitors aged 30 and 
over. What followed was an unforgettable week 
filled with high-quality squash, reunited friends, and 
the unmistakable warmth of the Norfolk sporting 
community. The courts were buzzing every day, 
with many of Norfolk’s past players calling in to 
watch matches, support old mates, and share 
stories from years gone by.

The tournament began in perfect Masters style 
— with social doubles and a welcome function at 
the courts, superbly catered by Rae’s Kitchen. This 
relaxed start set the tone for a week built on both 
competition and connection.

A special highlight was welcoming back Ralph for 
his 26th visit, joined by Mark, Trevor, and Sue Davis 
— niece of world #1 tennis legend Rod Laver. Sue 
recently finished 3rd at the World Masters, adding 
a touch of international prestige to our island event.

Throughout the week, the crowd was treated 
to squash of a fantastic fun standard, with close 
contests, dramatic five-setters, and the kind of 
sportsmanship Masters events are known for.

Wednesday brought an extra dose of Norfolk 
hospitality. Jonno and Jesse cooked breakfast, and 
the weather turned on a postcard-perfect morning. 
Players enjoyed a scenic walk around Kingston, 
learning about the historic ‘Fives’ court in the 
Military Barracks before cooling off with a swim in 
beautiful Emily Bay— the kind of experience that 
makes the Norfolk Masters unique.

After Wednesday’s matches, the visiting ladies 
took charge of the courts, hosting a fun doubles 
evening with 11 players participating. The session 
doubled as a fundraiser to support Timi’s 2026 
tournament campaign, and the generosity and 
spirit shown by the group was a true reflection of 
the Masters ethos.

As the week rolled on, the matches got tighter, 
the laughs got louder, and — in true Masters 
fashion — the sore muscles and creaky joints 
became a little more noticeable each morning. 
But that never stopped anyone. With plenty of 
stretches, deep heat, good humour, and the odd 
groan getting up off the bench, players pushed 
through and showed exactly why Masters squash 
is as much about resilience and camaraderie as it 
is about competition.
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Norfolk Island Residential Aged 
Care Facility (RAC) update

The Australian Government continues to progress 
the new Residential Aged Care (RAC) facility for 
Norfolk Island, with key milestones achieved and 
the project moving into its next phase.

In April, the Norfolk Island Regional Council 
approved the project’s Development Application, 
subject to conditions, marking a significant step 
forward. Contractors are now finalising the required 
documentation to address these conditions.

The Australian Government acknowledges 
and thanks community members who provided 
feedback during the public exhibition period, 
which played an important role in supporting the 
development approvals process and ensuring local 
perspectives were considered.

Reeves International Pty Ltd—an experienced 
contractor in remote and regional infrastructure—
has been working closely with NIHRACS and 
local health stakeholders to progress the design, 
ensuring the new facility reflects the needs of 
the Norfolk Island community and health care 
providers. The design has now reached the 50 per 
cent schematic milestone.

As part of the Australian Government’s oversight 
processes, the department is working with its 
contractors to be ready for the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works (PWC) to 
consider the project later this year. The PWC will 
review the proposal as part of its role in assessing 
major Australian Government infrastructure projects 
to ensure they represent both value for money and 
meet community need. The PWC process also 
provides additional opportunities for community 
engagement, allowing residents and stakeholders 
to share their views as the project progresses 
through parliamentary review.

The new RAC facility is a key investment in 
supporting the long-term wellbeing of Norfolk 
Island’s ageing population. It will deliver 16 
modern, fit-for-purpose aged care beds, along with 
improved mortuary, laundry and ancillary services 
that will strengthen the island’s broader health and 
aged care infrastructure. All works will be carried 
out in line with environmental, heritage and safety 
requirements.

The department recognises Norfolk Island’s 
distinct environment, heritage and close-knit 
community, and remains committed to keeping 
residents informed as the project progresses.

The project will continue to progress over the 
coming months, with further updates provided as 
major milestones are reached.

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts

July 4
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

July 4 is the 185th day of the year (186th in leap 
years) in the Gregorian calendar; 180 days remain 
until the end of the year.

1776 – American Revolution: The United States 
Declaration of Independence is adopted by the 
Second Continental Congress, formally announcing 
and explaining separation from the Kingdom of 
Great Britain and the creation of the United States.

1832 – Durham University established by Act 
of Parliament; the first recognized university to 
be founded in England since Cambridge over 600 
years earlier.

1892 – Western Samoa changes the International 
Date Line, causing Monday (July 4) to occur twice, 
resulting in a leap year with 367 days.

1946 – After 381 years of near-continuous 
colonial rule by various powers, the Philippines 
attains full independence from the United States.

1961 – On its maiden voyage, the Soviet nuclear-
powered submarine K-19 suffers a complete loss 
of coolant to its reactor. The crew are able to effect 
repairs, but 22 of them die of radiation poisoning 
over the following two years.

2009 – The Statue of Liberty’s crown reopens to 
the public after eight years of closure due to security 
concerns following the September 11 attacks.


